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Jan Verheyen, Carillonneur 
 

Program 
 

Dancing Bells 

 

1. Second Waltz Dmitri Shostakovich (1906-1975), arr. F. Steijns 

 

2. Rhythmendans Staf Nees (1901-1965) 

 

3. From: Three Dances Arthur Meulemans (1884-1966) 

  Allegretto 

  Valzando  

 

4. Two Popular dances  

  The Bird Dance Werner Thomas (b. 1929), arr. J. Verheyen 

  Twist (again)  Chubby Checker (b. 1941), arr. J. Verheyen 

 

5. Danse Macabre Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921), arr. G. Van den Bergh 

 

6. Inner Thoughts Jan Verheyen (b. 1976) 

 

7. Fascination (Valse Tzigane) Fermo Dante Marchetti (1876-1940) 

 

8. From: The Nutcracker Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893), arr. C. van Ulft 

  Dance of the Reed Pipes     

  Waltz of the Flowers 

 

9. From: Serenade for Carillon Ronald Barnes (1927-1997) 

  Sicilienne 

  Milonga 

 

10. Two Popular Dances 

  Lambada Kaoma, arr. J. Verheyen 

  Gangnam Style PSY (b. 1977), arr. J. Verheyen 



 

 

 

 

Program notes 

 

Dance music in the widest sense includes ballet, waltzes and other dances in addition to original 

carillon music. 

 

The second waltz of Shostakovitch became a hit for the Dutch violinist André Rieu and his 

orchestra. Frank Steijns, in his own right a fine carillonneur is a violinist in Rieu’s orchestra, 

and the carillonneur of Maastricht. 

 

Next follows two carillon compositions that carry the word dance in their title but on which 

probably no one has ever danced. The ‘Rhytmendans’ is one of the most played compositions 

by Staf Nees. The two dances by Arthur Meulemans have a completely different modern style. 

After this more or less heavy carillon music it’s time for lighter music. You are welcome to join 

the bird dance or the twist. Next follows the symphonic poem Danse Macabre from Saint-Saëns, 

the dance of death. The performer’s original composition Inner Thoughts was choreographed 

and danced by Imago Tijl. Fascination is a gipsy waltz by Marchetti. The Nutcracker of 

Tchaikovsky provides the well-known Waltz of the Flowers after the Dance of the Reed Pipes. 

 

The American composer Ronald Barnes wrote the Serenade for Carillon in 1978 and this suite 

with very accessible carillon music contains two waltzes: Sicilienne and Milonga. A Sicilienne 

was originally a shepherd dance from Sicily; a Milonga is a music form and dance style from 

Argentina, Uruguay and South Brazil which is similar to the tango. Finally two more dances 

that conquered the world: the erotic Lambada and the cool Gangnam Style. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

Jan Verheyen, born in 1976, is the city carillonneur of 

Hasselt and Neerpelt in Belgium and is well-known for 

innovating carillon projects which he develops under the 

name Bells Lab. 

 

Bells Lab experiments with bell music and focuses on 

different kinds of public interest, plays music in different 

genres and is active in various mediums: from theatre and 

dance education to total entertainment. For more 

information go to: www.bells-lab.be. 

 

Since 2004 Jan developed several ensemble concerts; 

among them ‘Bell-Canto’ (carillon and soprano), ‘Drum 

and Bells’ (electronic percussion and carillon) and ‘Bells Ball’ (carillon and the folk group 

Naragonia). In 2014, he worked in collaboration with DJ Courtasock to perform ‘Carillon Jam’; 

the première of a present-day mix of turntable/scratch and carillon. 

 

Together with the dance group Imago Tijl Jan took care of the musical aspect of ‘Symbiose’, 

choreography on carillon music. Jan is also active in the theatre world. His first project was 

‘Rocky het Klokkie’ (In English: ‘Billy the Bell’), a theatre performance for children in which 

the children make the acquaintance of bells, chimes and carillons. For the performance ‘Nestel’ 

from the theatre company Lap he provided the music by playing the harmonium.  

http://www.bells-lab.be/


 

 

 

Commissioned by the town of Mechelen in 2012, Jan started a large-scale educational project 

for elementary schools through which about 800 children became acquainted with the carillon 

in a playful way. From that moment onwards he started giving workshops with bells and chimes 

all over the country. He also conducts the hand bell choir ‘Bellness’. 

 

Jan enjoyed his training at the carillon school of Mechelen and also obtained his bachelor 

certificate for carillon at the Dutch Carillon Department in Dordrecht. He is also a board 

member of the non-profit organization that installed the new carillon in Neerpelt in 2015. 

Furthermore he is in great demand to give concerts at home and abroad. This is his first visit to 

Norwood.

 

****************************************************************************** 
 

A tour of the Tilton Memorial Carillon will be available after the concert.  Please meet at the 

front door (under the tower) or in the “far” parking lot behind the Town Hall, where many 

listeners park.  
 

For more information on carillons and the Art of the Carillon please visit the Guild of 

Carillonneurs in North America's website at: www.gcna.org.   Information on the Carillon 

Summer Series can be found at: www.norwoodma.gov and then follow the link to Summer 

Concerts. 
 

Next week on July 29
th

 Patrick Macoska from Cleveland, Ohio will perform in the Norwood 

Summer Carillon Series.   
 

****************************************************************************** 
  

Tonight's recital is made possible by the Town of Norwood, a generous gift from the family of 

Betsy Dobson, and by a special gift from the Norwood Women's Community Committee. 


